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From Bara to Al-Obeid:
Sudan’s Displaced Caught
in a Cycle of Flight
Atar Correspondent S
Life has ground to a halt in the city of
Bara, North Kordofan’s second most im-
portant commercial and economic hub.

The city has been emptied of its res-
idents, who fled across different parts
of Kordofan after repeated cycles of ad-
vances and retreats between the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) and its allies and the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), which have
been in control since last March.

The fighting has left behind wide-
spread security
threats and severe humanitarian condi-

suffering, mounting
tions for civilians who escaped toward
the cities of Umm Rawaba and Al-Obeid.

Samira Jamaa Al-Sayer told Atar that
she had been displaced to Al-Obeid in
North Kordofan since October of last
year. Her journey took five days on foot
alongside her son, who has a physical dis-
ability. She says others reached Al-Obeid
in three or four days.

Bara, she says, has become a strong-
hold for RSE while residents’ homes have
turned into ghost dwellings.

Samira hopes for a formal agreement
that would keep the city outside the scope
of military operations and place its ad-
ministration in the hands of its people
so they could rebuild what she described
as the unprecedented destruction inflict-
ed upon it. She expressed her desire to

return and resume her work in the local
market. If that proves impossible, she says
she may relocate again, perhaps to White
Nile state or Khartoum.

Al-Obeid in its current condition, she
says, reminds her of what Bara looked
like before the RSF seized control: siege
conditions and drone attacks.

In a scenario increasingly resembling
that of Al-Fasher, reports continue to cir-
culate about plans by the RSF to attack
Al-Obeid, which they have surrounded
from three directions.

Thousands of displaced people from
Bara and surrounding villages who are
now in the city fear reliving the circum-
stances that forced them to flee in the
first place, and some have already begun
leaving Al-Obeid in continuing waves of
displacement over recent months.

Ibrahim Wahballah, a former mem-
ber of Baras Emergency Room and a
resident of At-Taweel village, about 17
kilometres west of Bara, revealed that 700
people out of the village’s roughly 1,720
residents had been displaced because of
severe hardship in accessing food.

The village’s markets and shops had
depended heavily on Bara for consumer
supplies. Wahballah says goods arriving
from neighbouring areas reach the vil-
lage only with difficulty, especially after
the closure of routes through which com-
modities previously arrived from Khar-
toum state. Access to essentials such as
flour, lentils, rice, soap and cleaning prod-
ucts, he says, has become a distant dream.

[2] Atar{ Issue 54, Monday, June 22, 2026


https://atarnetwork.com/?p=22950
https://t.me/RSFSudan/8490
https://sudantribune.net/article/315086
https://sudantribune.net/article/315086

Wabhballah told Atar that prices of ba-
sic goods in the area have surged sharply.
A 25-kilogrammeme sack of flour now
costs 150,000 SDG, while a kilogramme
of lentils sells for 20,000 SDG, a bowl of
onions for 20,000 SDG, a bar of soap for
5,000 SDG, a bowl of cowpeas for 50,000
SDG and a bowl of sorghum for 30,000
SDG.

With prices continuing to climb, he
says, people have been reduced to eating
only one meal a day. “Everyone in the
village is stranded and lacks the means
to travel to safer places with better living
conditions,” he told Atar.

Tree cutting has become the only
available livelihood in villages surround-
ing Bara, replacing agricultural activity
that has largely ceased.

Wood is converted into charcoal for
sale, but demand has weakened because
of displacement and the continued siege.

Wahballah noted that the deterio-
ration of people’s economic conditions
stems from the absence of security, lack
of financing and the looting of livestock
by the Rapid Support Forces.

Little remains, not even enough to pro-
vide children with milk, a reality that has
also driven up food prices. A kilogramme
of lamb now sells for 90,000 SDG, while a
pound of milk costs 5,000 SDG.

Hamed Al-Amin Abu Seif, a resident
of Al-Karamsha village, about 4 kilome-
tres north of Bara, told Atar that he was
displaced alongside 66 others from the
village to Umm Dam Haj Ahmed locality

before it fell under RSF control last May,
and from there to Al-Obeid.

But now, he said, they fear yet anoth-
er displacement journey, one they are in
no condition to endure.

“We fled Bara to survive, and left
Umm Samima to stay alive. But if war
reaches the heart of Al-Obeid, where will
we go this time?” Abu Seif wonders.

The displaced who arrived in Al-
Obeid had barely begun recovering from
the shock of being uprooted from their
land and losing their primary livelihoods,
largely dependent on agriculture, trade
and livestock production, before finding
themselves trapped in a city struggling
for survival under shelling and collapsing
services.

Commodity prices have soared at a
staggering pace amid weak purchasing
power.

A source within Al-Obeid’s emer-
gency rooms, who requested anonymity,
told Atar that the suffering of displaced
people from Bara in shelter centres has
worsened. Families live in worn-out tents
while the city faces a deepening drinking
water crisis, compounded by recurring
electricity outages and bombardment tar-
geting infrastructure.

The source revealed that displaced
residents often stand in line for hours to
buy water at prices beyond what they can
scarcely afford.

The source told Atar that shelter cen-
tres across Al-Obeid are overcrowded
with hundreds of displaced families liv-
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ing in conditions lacking even the most
basic standards of sanitation and hygiene.

Hospitals and medical facilities in the
city are operating below capacity and face
acute shortages of life-saving medicines
and medical personnel.

The source warned that such condi-
tions leave displaced communities highly
vulnerable to outbreaks of diseases linked
to malnutrition and contaminated water,
including diarrhoea cases that are rising
at an alarming rate, particularly among
children and older adults.

‘We may be cut off’:
Al-Jenaynah Residents Fear
Isolation After Bridge Strike
Atar Correspondent S
The new Ardamata Bridge in Al-Jenay-
nah, West Darfur, sustained partial dam-
age following a drone strike on June 9.

The office of the Prime Minister of
the Tasis administration accused the Su-
danese Armed Forces (SAF) of carrying
out the attack, condemning it as a delib-
erate attempt to disrupt civilian life.

Aisha Sadiq, a resident of Al-Majlis
neighbourhood in Al-Jenaynah, told Atar
that she heard a loud explosion, accom-
panied by a violent ground tremor.

When she later went to the bridge,
she discovered that a projectile had left
a hole exceeding one and a half square
metres in its structure, forcing traffic to
be restricted to a single direction.

The US State Department issued a
statement condemning the targeting of
the bridge and attributed responsibility
for the shelling to the Sudanese army.

Meanwhile, the civilian administra-
tion of West Darfur state, affiliated with
the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), sub-
mitted complaints to international orga-
nizations and United Nations agencies
regarding the incident, according to a
statement reviewed by Atar.

The new Ardamata Bridge serves as
a vital artery for transporting goods and
humanitarian relief entering from neigh-
bouring Chad. It also connects the east-
ern and western parts of Al-Jenaynah,
which are divided by the Kaja Valley.

Following floods in the 2024 rainy
season, the old Ardamata Bridge was
completely destroyed. Local sources told
Atar that seasonal flooding in the valley
typically halts movement between both
sides for nearly five months.

The sources added that the damage ex-
tends beyond the hole created by the strike.
Initial assessments revealed cracks in one
of the bridge’s main supports within the
valley’s riverbed. In response, West Darfur
authorities under the Tasis alliance formed
a technical committee of engineers and ur-
ban planning officials to assess the extent
of the damage and examine options for
repairing the bridge in the coming period.

According to Alaa El-Din Babiker,
a journalist based in Al-Jenaynah, who
spoke to Atar, the bridge’s importance lies
in its role as a conduit for goods arriving
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from Libya and West African countries
into Darfur and Kordofan states, passing
through the Adikong border market with
Chad. Babiker noted that all humanitari-
an aid intended for those affected by the
war in Kordofan and Darfur which used
to pass through the bridge has now been
disrupted. He warned that once the rainy
season begins, the valley will not allow
any movement, stressing the need for an
emergency plan to ensure the flow of aid
and the continuity of trade.

Babiker added that the partial de-
struction of the new Ardamata Bridge
will not only affect Al-Jenaynah. Thou-
sands of displaced people in Tawila of
North Darfur will also be impacted by
the bridge’s shutdown, as all humanitar-
ian assistance passes through it.

He explained that residents in the
eastern parts of Al-Jenaynah have limited
alternatives, as the overland route linking
them to South Sudan is rendered nearly
impassable due to heavy rains and rough
terrain. As a result, he said, they will have
no option but to wait until the end of the
rainy season.

Engineer Imad El-Din, also from
Al-Jenaynah, said the drone strike effec-
tively cut off access to food supplies for
families, noting that the SAF is aware of
how difficult movement becomes during
the rainy season.

Imad added that the bridge had been
the only viable route for entering and ex-
iting the city, especially after floods swept
away two other bridges in previous years

due to engineering flaws in their con-
struction.

Work on the new Ardamata Bridge
began in late 2016 and was completed
about a year later in October 2017. It
spans approximately 150 metres.

Growing fears are mounting in
Al-Jenaynah that delays in repairing the
bridge could isolate the city as the rainy
season sets in, particularly with rainfall
already under way. These concerns have
also spread to markets in other Darfur
towns, where traders report early signs
of price increases driven by worries over
disrupted transport and supply chains.

Market operators say a sack of sugar
in Al-Jenaynah currently sells for about
200,000 Sudanese SDG, compared with
roughly 250,000 SDG in Nyala. A sack of
onions is priced at around 50,000 SDG in
Al-Jenaynah, versus 90,000 SDG in Nyala,
amid expectations of further increases if
the bridge goes out of service during the
rainy season, which has already begun.

The United Nations has also warned
of rising attacks on bridges and roads,
saying they are complicating the delivery
of humanitarian aid and putting more ci-
vilians at risk.

It announced the resumption of
the
Al-Jenaynah-Zalingi road, which links

humanitarian operations along
West and Central Darfur, describing it as
a vital corridor for transporting aid from

Chad into Darfur and Kordofan.

First published in Arabic, Atar weekly magazine, issue
127, June 18, 2026.
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